Thank you for helpful comments on our paper. In accordance with the reviewers' comments, we have revised our manuscript. We have further changed the manuscript as listed below. We hope that the revised manuscript has been significantly improved and now acceptable for publication in "Therapeutic Advances in Respiratory Disease".
Response to comments by Reviewer 1 -Page 15: the authors explained that they did not analyze the ROX index because they have no complete data for respiratory variables. So I would suggest the authors to modify the 4th limitation a little bit as follows: " Forth, the ROX index (the ratio of SpO2/FiO2 to respiratory rate) was not evaluated in this study because we have no complete data of respiratory rate in the present study)".
As you mentioned, we do not have complete data of respiratory rate in this study. Therefore, we modified the 4th limitation as follows "Fourth, the ROX index (the ratio of SpO2/FiO2 to respiratory rate) was not evaluated because we have no complete data of respiratory rate in the present study".
- Table 1 : To make it much more concise, I would suggest to remove the following data including LDH, KL-6, SP-D from the table because these variables were not related to the outcome of the study.
Thank you for your helpful comment. As you pointed out, LDH, KL-6, and SP-D were removed from the table1.
